CHAPTER   XVII.

IN THE LOW  COUNTRIES.
1585-1586.

jN Tuesday, the i6th of Novem-
ber, 1585, Sir Philip Sidney, ac-
companied by young William
Temple as his private secretary,
left Gravesend to enter on his
duties as Governor of Flushing
and Rammekins.
If he still regretted not having been allowed to
take part with Sir Francis Drake in a more daring
and more deadly attack on. Spanish power than
seemed to him possible in the Netherlands, there
was in his present employment much to hope for and
to aim at. Not yet quite one and thirty years of age,
he now had an opportunity of fighting in defence,
not only of the hardly treated Dutchmen, but also
of the whole cause of political and religious liberty
which it was the dream of his life to aid. It was
his first opportunity of putting to serious test, and
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